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Higher edu on
low priority in
Union budget

year, has reduced the alloc|
tion on existing higher educg-
NEW DELHI : Finance Min-| tional institutions. The non
ister Pranab Mukherjee’s plan allocation for the Univer:
budget, presented on Februsity Grants Commission has
ary 26, marks a pungent shiftgone down from Rs 3,977
giving little priority to higher| crore to Rs 3,450 crore.
education. This means that thesg
The surprise shift obvit universities will have lesg
ously suggests that the Cenmoney to use on day-to-da
tral universities, IITs, 1IMs| expenditure.
and NITs will have to tighte The budget has intro
their belts and generate theirduced such a sharp decline
own resources. non-plan allocation for the
Relying on the view that IITs and the [IMs that even th
higher education is a "private hike in the plan component —
good" the Finance Minister for expansion — has failed t
has reduced the allocation forprevent a dip in the total allo|
running existing higher edu- cation for these premier insti
cation programmes and insti-tutions.
tutions, glaringly reflected irE “This is worrying. We
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By Our Correspondent

Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and Agriculture, Mr Sharad Pawar addressing
Cat the inauguration of the Vice Chancellors’ Conference of Agricultural Universities, in New Delhi on
February 17, 2010.

a drop in the non-plan budgetmay have enough money
from Rs 6,437 crore to RS build new hostels but clearl
5,694 crore this year. will need to hike fees o
This means that the charge students for facilitie
country’s apex higher educa-we are subsidising, in order
tional institutions will aimost even pay our teachers,” an II[T
certainly need to either raigedirector said.
fees or levy extra charges on  The Centre has allocate
students in order to pay teach-Rs 15 crore for the first timé
ers and maintain their infrg- in the budget for convertin
structure. the Shibpur-based Bengal
The Human Resource Engineering and Science Unj-
Development Ministry’s ast versity (Besu) into an Indial
sessment suggests that thénstitute of Engineering, Sci
Centre and states will togetherence and Technology.
need over Rs 170 crore over ~ The allocation represen
five years to implement the the first occasion that th
right to education law. Centre has made a budget

o

HC staysAICTE approval procedure

Nadu, Association of
Management of
CoimbatoreAnnaUniver -
sity Affiliated Colleges
and Srinivasa | nstitute of
Engineeringand Technol-
ogy, Parivakkam,
Poonamallee.

In its petition filed through

[N

CHENNALI : On February
24 Madras High Court
stayed theoper ation of the
revised approval proce-
dure of the All India
Council for Technical
Education (AICTE) in
respect of existing ap-
proved self-financing

granting of extension of
approval for technical in-
stitutions.

All ingtitutions were re-
quiredtoupload informa-
tion about themselves on
the AICTE Web portal.
Institutions applying for
extension of approval

tionsor afresh set of regu-
lations framed by the
council. Such aprocedure
had not been published in
the gazette to make it ef-
fective.

It wasimpossible to comply
with the new conditions
within the time frame

ry

Throughout the first tern
of the UPA and the first yed
in its second term, the gover
ment focused largely o
higher education, promisin
new IITs and IIMs. But the
2010-11 budget, while hikin
the total allocation in highe|
education from Rs 14,38
crore to Rs 16,690 crore th

Tech colleges
get more time

HYDERABAD : Technical
glitches in the online approva

India Council of Technica]
Education (AICTE) to exten
the deadline for submission
compliance for existing eng
neering, MBA and MCA col-
leges to March 15.

Earlier, February 28 wa|

allocation for the project th
r has survived several scar
n-and was almost called off la:

g pus. The allocation confirm
that the human resource d

N year after unrest on the cam-

technical institutions.
sThe interim stay order was
t passed by thesinglejudge
bench of Justice K.
Venkataraman on peti-
tionsfiled by the Consor -

5
b-

y velopment ministry finally
r plans to take over Besu th
D year.

tium of Sef-Financing
Professional Artsand Sci-
ence Colleges in Tamil

S

counsel R. Natarajan, the
consortium, represented
by its secretary, P.
Selvaraj, stated that the
association members re-
ceived a letter from the
AICTE dated February 1
that the council had re-

vised its procedure for

should submit two copies
of the compliance report
by February 28 and man-
datory disclosure in the
format by that date.

The petitioner submitted
that therevised procedure
did not appear to be an
amendment totheregula-

stipulated.

Theproceedings, which cov-
ered only sdf-financing
technical institutions to
follow the revised proce-
dure were clearly dis
criminatory and violated
Article 14 of the Constitu-
tion.

S

NEW DELHI
| tug-of-war is still on over sit

Central university i

- Dharamsala to be more su
able than the other sites for t
proposed university.

"One of the possibilitieg

5

Himachal Pradesh, the groudproposed university.
frealities compulsively suggest

: While the|] man Resource Developmeht

Chandresh Kumari cam|

completed its two-day inspe¢-to Dharamsala on February
process has forced the Allselection for the proposedtion on February 20 and 21 foto accompany the visitin
decide on the location of theteam to the site proposed

According to a member

nied by other Congress lea

t-the inspection team, the tegmers, including former Kangr

lesaw two sites -- the one sup-MP  Chander

gested by the Congress

from Jodhpur and former constituency Kewal

Kumar an
PHPCC spokesman for Kang
Sing

her. She was also accompastate would also have to d

e Central empowered commi
Aee of the Supreme Court fi
diverting the forest land t
yoring up the university. Th

f-posit the amount focompen-
h satory forestation with th
I Department of Forest

achange the land use.
While taking a final deci

Central varsity may come up near Dharamsala

- Kumar Dhumal in a recent

brstatement maintained that he
D was open to location of Cen-
P tral university at any place in

p-Kangra district.

However, the sources

B here said still the state govern-
b ment would lobby for Dehra

site. The state has also offered
the place for temporary cam-

the due date, but a majority pfcould be to start with Dharamsala MLA Chandresh Pathania. sion, the visiting team woulfl pus  of  university  at
the colleges could not subnfitDharamsala”, and "to have|aKumari and the other by th The district administra{ have to consider the cost foJawalamukhi that is close to
applications online as thpsecond campus at othprstate government. While tion, on the other hand, hgdbring up the institution anfl Dehra site.

splace”, said a source close [tcChandresh Kumari is lobby- deputed revenue officials tpwishes of the state goverp- The visiting team mem-
e a member of the visiting team.ing for government land negrdisplay the suitability of lang ment as it has to chip in thebers included Joint Secretary
"You will not get faculty| Indrunag temple, about 7 kinnear Dehra. cost of land. Though the sifein the Union Ministry for
members for Dehra nor would uphill from Dharamsala. Th Sources said both sitgsbeing suggested by the Cop-HRD, Sunil Kumar, secretary,
-there be students willing tp state government under theproposed for setting up thegressleaders near DharamsplelGC, Renu Batra, the newly
take admission to a universitydirections of Chief Ministef Central university would in{ is environmentally more cor- appointed vice-chancellor of
ylocated in a deserted placg”Prem Kumar Dhumal wants volve forestland and felling of genial, the cost of construg-the Central university, Dr
the university to come up ontrees. In both the cases, thdion here would be almogt Fuguan Qamar, and professor
fforest land, just 2 km from state government would hayedouble. of Banaras Hindu University,
Dehra. to seek permission from tl Chief Dr JP Singh.

Website crashed as it w3
unable to cope up with th
huge rush of applicants.
The MHRD had launche
the mandatory on-line sul
mission of applications fo|
technical colleges in Janua
this year to get rid of corrup- said the source.
tionin the AICTE while grant: The site selection team

ing approvals to colleges. | the Union Ministry for Hu- Prem|

Minister

Ministry of Human Resource Development promises fair hearing to deemed universities
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UGC suggests limiting term of college principals to five years, a report

Gauhati University teachers plan marathon agitation, a report

Calcutta University scores a perfect five on excellence, a report
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